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revealed
guarantee whether the animal
protection bill will be passed
in the first half of 2015.

Ms Kwan is the president of
the Legislative Assembly (AL)
First Standing Committee,
which continued to discuss
the animal protection legisla-
tion in a meeting yesterday.
During a post-meeting press
conference, Kwan said that
her committee colleagues have
asked the government about
the regulation of local vets.

“We have talked about [regu-
lating vets] today. The govern-
ment has already replied that
they are currently drafting
[the legislation]. But it is de-
finite that the [regulation] will
come after the legislation on
animal protection,” she said,
adding that the regulation has
to be legislated as a law ins-
tead of through administrati-
ve decree because it involves

the regulation of a profession.

Apart from local vets, Kwan
also mentioned regulations on
pet stores. She said that Ma-
cau is still lacking supervision
on the sale of pets, including

the demand for proof of origin
of the animals. “The animal
protection legislation needs
these supplementary laws as
soon as it is passed. Now that
the government still cannot

give us that legislation, we
only hope that it will not take
years to propose those bills,”
she said.

As for discussion on the ani-
mal protection bill, Kwan said
that lawmakers and govern-

ment officials have debated 15

of the draft articles contained
within the' proposed - legisla-
tion, regarding the catching
and keeping of wild animals.
Lawmakers suggested that
the government should come
up with a list of wild animals.
They are also concerned that

-some wild creatures might
approach residents and cou-

1d even live in the residential
apartments. .

- While addressing these con-

cerns, the administration sta-

~ ted that, after the bill is pas-
-‘sed, the responsibility will rest
- “on residents to notify the Civic
.and Municipal Affairs Bureau

once they spot wild animals

- in~ their apartments. Never-
- theless,
- keep wild animals with the

residents can still

approval of the IACM. The au-
thorities have also promised
to provide a list of endangered
species in the future.
Furthermore, lawmakers

have discussed the proposed
Article 16, which regulates
animals for commercial and
recreational wuse, including
those that are exhibited in
commercial venues for sale.
They pointed out that there
are animals in some casinos
in Macau that are exhibited
but not for purchase, which
also concerns the licensing
by IACM under Article 16. AL
members think this will create
excessive administrative hur-
dles and the government later
agreed to exclude animals in
commercial venues kept solely
for exhibition from special li-
censing.

In terms of the progress of
the legislation, Kwan said that
the committee has already en-
deavoured to discuss the bill
at least once a week. However,
she believes that various even-
ts, including Chinese New
Year in February and the Po-
licy Address by the Chief Exe-
cutive in March will prevent
committee members from
meeting as frequently as they
currently are. As a result, she
said that it is difficult to pro-
mise that the animal protec-
tion bill will be passed by the
Al in the first half of the year.
Instead, she said that they will
strive to finish the debate on
the bill before the AL goes on
Summer break in mid August.
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