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New regulation to allow SARs citizens
to apply for China residence permits

Q new regulation will allow
esidents of Hong Kong,

Macau and Taiwan to apply for
residence permits in the Chi-
nese mainland.

A document issued at a press
conference held by the State
Council Information Office
yesterday said the regulation is
to be promulgated by the Sta-
te Council General Office, and
will take effect from Septem-
ber 1.

According to Xinhua, the
document said  residents
from Hong Kong, Macau and
Taiwan who hold a China re-
sidence permit will enjoy more
rights, basic public services
and other conveniences rela-
ted to study, work, business
opportunities and life on the
mainland.

Vice Minister of Public Se-
curity, Shi Jun, deputy direc-
tor of the Hong Kong and Ma-
cau Affairs Office of the State
Council Huang Liuquan and
deputy director of the Taiwan
Affairs Office of the State Cou-
ncil Long Mingbiao attended
a press conference yesterday
to present the new regulation.
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According to the officials, it
aims to alleviate the incon-
veniences people from Hong
Kong, Macau and Taiwan may
encounter on the mainland
when they purchase tickets on-
line, check-in at hotels or use
financial services.

The new residence permits
will enable them to enjoy es-
sentially the same public servi-
ces and conveniences as main-
land residents, such as employ-
ment rights, social security, the
housing provident fund, as well
as the benefits of compulsory
education, health and medical

services, legal assistance and
other legal services.

Moreover, Hong Kong, Ma-
cau and Taiwan residents with
mainland residence permits
will be allowed to register their
vehicles, apply for driver’s li-
censes and take professional
qualification exams. Xinhua
reported that “their shopping
and other entertainment acti-
vities will also be expedited.”

Eligible applicants need to
work on the mainland for at
least six months, after which
they may apply for this permit
on a voluntary basis, according

to the officials.

The report to the 19th Natio-
nal Congress of the Commu-
nist Party of China pledges to
formulate and improve poli-
cies and measures to make it
more convenient for people
from Hong Kong and Macau to
develop careers on the main-
land. It also said efforts will
be made to ensure that over
time, people from Taiwan will
enjoy the same treatment as
mainland residents when they
pursue their studies, start busi-
nesses, seek jobs or live on the
mainland.

Hac Sa Beach contains
Vibrio cholerae

A water sample taken from Hac Sa Beach
tested positive for Vibrio cholerae, the
Civic and Municipal Affairs Bureau
informed the Marine and Water Bureau.
This bacterium can cause diarrhea,
vomiting and dehydration, and when
severe, can cause death. As cited in a TDM
report, authorities have already put up
notices at the beach and hoisted the red
flag, warning residents and tourists not to
enter the water. Lifegnards will approach
visitors and ask them to stay away from
the sea. The Macau Centre for Disease
Control and Prevention has already

been informed by the Marine and Water
Bureau, and the relevant departments will
continue to monitor the situation.

Chui’s wife denies
Canidrome interference

Chief Executive (CE) Chui Sai On’s wife,
Winnie Fok, has denied her involvement
in the Canidrome greyhound incident.
Fok was said to have co-operated

with the Canidrome Yat Yuen and
animal rights association Anima. Fok

is currently the honorary chairman

of Anima. Fok claimed she had never
been in contact with Anima’s chairman
over the greyhound issue. The CE’s

wife declared, “I'm not a member of the
government, therefore I will not interfere
in governmental matters.” Fok further
denied that other government officials
had been involved in Yat Yuen and
Anima’s negotiations.
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